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Shakespeare and Ossian, the folk-songs of primitive times,
the Christian saints of the middle ages, the art and lite-
rature of ancient India, all these were equally 'romantic'.
Thus we are not surprised to hear Friedrich Schlegel ex-
claim:- "In the East we must look for the highest form of
Romanticism,5* Indeed, it was in India that the Roman-
tics found that dynamic and synthetic approach to life
which they felt was lacking in the formalism and arti-
ficial polish of Latin civilization. Poetry and philosophy,
they learned from India, are one and the same thing:
To separate them is an altogether subjective and purely
European conception', savs Friedrich Schlegel.t Apart
from philosophv and literature, the religion of India
ooened the eyes of the German romantics to a less dog-
matic and narrow-minded form of belief than could be
found in the West. Throughout the nineteenth century
we shall come across religious criticism animated and
insoired bv the discovery of India's Dolytheistic creed.
Here they found a simolkitv of faith which the West had
lost long ago. *If one considers', says Schlegel, 'the supe-
rior conception which is at the basis of the truly universal
Indian culture and which, itself divine, knows how to
embrace in its universality everything that is divine with-
out distinction, then, what we in Europe call religion or
what we used to call such, no longer seems to deserve
that name, And one would like to advise everyone who
wants to see religion, he should, just as one goes to Italy
to study art, go to India for that purpose .where he may

* Quoted in:  P. Th. Hoffmann :   Indievi und der Deutsche Grist
von Herder Hs sur RamoMtik, 1915, p. 61.
'      t Md.f p. 76.